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RISING U.S. URANIUM CONSUMPTION BODES WELL FOR MINES 


Supply Situation 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 31 May 83 p 13 


[Article by Don Kirkwood] 


{Text} 


FOR the first time in 
decade:, the consumption of 
uranium in the United States 
is Oulrunning domestic sup- 
ply, according to Nuexco, 
one of the major sources of 
information on the world 
uranium industry. 


This trend is likely to accel- 
erate as a great deal of US 
capacity has been taken out of 
production and i nilikely to 
be recommissionea. 

US consumption in 1982 was 
9483 tonnes of uranium oxide, 
while production was 30 per 
cent lower than in 1981 at 
11.751 tonnes. 

Consumption is rising stead- 
ily and will reach 13.793 tonnes 
next year. but in the mean- 
time. production is continuing 
to fall and will drop to only 
5445 tonnes next year. 

But the US has stockpiles 
which will satisfy domestic 
production until 1988. when 
inventories will amount to two 
years’ supply ond the country 
is expected to become a major 
net importer at that point. 

This is good news for 
Australia s potential 
producers, assuming they are 
allowed to produce. and a fur- 
ther optimistic development is 
taking place 

Major customers of the giant 
Rossing uranium mune in 
Namibia, which is 46.5 per cent 
owned by the Rio Tinto-Zinc 
group of the UK, are seeking 
Lo diversify major contracts 
due soon for renewal 


With a capacity of 5500 
tonnes of uranium oxide a 
year, Rossing is the world's 
largest uranium mine with 
apparently vast reserves. 

The major customers are the 
Central Electricity Generating 
Board (CEGB) of the UK. 
France's Minatome. and Min- 
serv, RTZs Swiss uranium 
marketing subsidiary. 


The UK takes between 1100 
tonnes and 1500 tonnes a year. 
while France is building up to 
1800 tonnes. 

Most of the remainder is 
marketed throughout’ the 
world by Minserv, with a very 
large proportion going to 
Japan 

Namibia's political future is 
troubled. which is one reason 
why major customers wish to 
diversify their sources of sup- 
ply. The other is that Britain 
and Japan feel they are too 
dependent on one mine as a 
source of supply 

The small contractual ar- 
rangement entered into be- 
tween Pancontinental Mining 
Ltd and the CEGB earlier this 
year is a practical demonstra- 
tion of both those concerns. 

Possibly half of the con- 
tracted supplies the CEGB 
presently receives from Ross- 
ing will be sought elsewhere, 


while the amount Japan will 
be seeking elsewhere will 
probably amount to at least 
the same quantity. 

The UK contracts come up 
for renewal as from next vear. 
while the French contract 
comes up for renegotiation in 
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1990 

Through its formidable sales 
arm. RTZ and its partners 
should be able to continue to 
operate their mine at full 
Capacity for many years, espe- 
cially with the international 
market moving in favor of the 
producers. 

There is only one major new 
north American mine sche- 
duled to come on stream this 
decade, and that is Key Lake 
in Canada, with a capacity ap- 
proximately similar to that of 


ing. 
There would appear to be a 


bright future for Australia’s 
uranium miners 


Government OK of Sales 





Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 2 Jun 83 p 20 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


CANBERRA. —- The Federal 
Government has given special hic- 
ences to two Australian compa- 
nies to negotiate new uranium €x- 
port contracts. although this con- 
flicts directly with the ALP policy 
on uranium. 

Energy Resources of Australia 
(ERA) and Queensland Mines 
have been given authority by = 
Department of Trade to negotiate 
new contracts. Both companies 
have mines already pecanne 
uranium yellowcake — ERA 
Ranger and Queensland Mines at 
Nabarlek. 

The ALP platform commits an 
incoming Labor Government to 
repudiating al! existing uranium 
commiapente entered into by tic 

evious Government. 

It specifically binds he Gov- 
ernment not to permit the export 
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of uranium pursuant to agrec- 
meots entered into contrary to 


‘ALP policy. 
Alt the Government has 
affirmed that existing uranium 


contracts will be honoufed pend- 
ing the Government's policy re- 
view, the party's minimum posi- 
tion is a total, unequivocal com- 
mitment to phase out Australia’s 
involvement in the uranium in- 
dustry. 

A spokesman for the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for 
Trade, Mr Bowen, confirmed that. 
several companies had applied for 
and been granted new licences. 

It is believed that ERA gnd 
Queensland Mines have en 
given permission to respond to a 
tender from a North American 


power utility. 
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OFFICIALS SEE AUSTRALIA AS TARGET IN ANY NUCLEAR CONFLICT 
West German's Views 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 30 May 83 p 10 


[Article by Richard Glover] 


[Text] Australians would be in as but even in the unlikely event that 
much danger as the people of war was confined to Europe, your 
Europe in a nuclear countcy would still suffer terribly 
war, a West German : from mecreased radiation and the 
arian and member of the Green Gpprection of Gs cnane hagas,” We 
Party, Mr Roland Vogt, warned Mr Vogt said Answalia hes a 

; special role to play in the 

Mr V is in Australia to againat nuclear war because of its 
on the of nuclear “The use of nuclear power for 
war, which is being held today and civilian and military uses are Siam- 

at =the po Fe TP hk 
jonal University in Canberra. survival uranium un- 
_ a mined,” he said. 
The conference will be Mr Vogt is a unilateralist, ar 
addressed by scientists and doctors guing that attempts ai bilateral 
from Australia, the United States arms reductions hare always floun- 
and the Soviet Union, and by the dered because of the mutual dis- 
Australian, author Mr Patrick trust between the superpowers. 
White. He will speak about the Euro- 
Mr Vogt, who was one of 28 
members of the anti-nuclear Green conference tomorrow, hile 
Yarty to win a seat in this year's Patrick White will about the 
German elections, said the confer role of the A citizen in 
ence would disprove amy notion preventing nuclear war 
that Australia would escape the The conference will be 
consequences of a n@clear war. this Se Viste 
“Australie would SS opie Se cellor of the ANU, Professor Peter 


Government Admission 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 31 May 83 p 1 


[Article by Amanda Buckley] 


it remains part of a system of 
nuclear deterrence. 


[Text] CANBERRA. — The Federal 
Government a knowledges that 


North-West Cape communica- 
tions base is a prime nuclear 
target, but is willing to support 
its continued presence as long as 


Senator Susan Ryan, Federal 
Minister for E.jucation, set out 
this position at the Australian 
National . University yesterday 











CSO; 
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ensure it is kept informed of 
changes in the strategic plannin; 
or policies of the United States 
which could affect the nature of 
the bases or the uses to which 
they may be put, and that a 
Labor Government will try to 
ensure that Australian personnci 
are fully involved in all aspects 
of the bases’ operations. 

Senator Ryan said the Gov- 
ernment was determined to play 
an active role in international 
arms control and disarmament. 
with a sense of urgency at the 
growing danger of nuclear war. 

At the next meeting of the 
South Pacific Forum. Australia 
would propose a wsuth-west 
Pacific nuclear-free zone. 











GOVERNMENT TO TAKE FIRMER STAND ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 31 May 83 p 3 


[Text] 


CANBERRA.— Australia will take a much firmer stand 
on nuciear disarmament and arms control. 


This was stressed in a major policy 
speech last night by the Federal Ed- 
ucation Minister, Senator Ryan, to 
delegates attending an international 
symposium in Canberra on the con- 
sequences of a nuclear war for Aus- 
tralia. 

The Labor Government has previ- 
ously its determination to play 
a more active role in inte: _ation- 
al arms control and disarmament. 

Last s speech showed just how 
far the t was prepared to 
take that pledge. 

Senator Ryan told the 
at the Australian National University 
that “no country can escape the conse- 
quences of nuclear war by accident or 
geography”. 

The new initiative: she announced 
included. 

© The use of major international fo- 
rums, including the United Nations, to 
urge the superpowers to resume con- 
trol of new technology “rather than al- 
lowing technology to become the driv- 
ing force of our destruction”. 

© The appointment of a special UN 
ambassador for disarmament to 
sent Australia in all international fo- 
rums on disarmament and arms con- 
trol. 

© The raising at (he next meeting of 
the South Pacific Forum in August of 
Labor's proposal for a nuclear-free 
and the Foreign Minister, Mr Hayden, 
are expected to attend the meeting in 
Canberra. 


© The Government's determination 
to resist all attempts to undermine the 
saf regime established unde: 
the Treaty for Non-proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons 


© The capability of athy Porcies 
Affaics, will be pee 
save cllectvchy in tee dearmement 


© The Committee on Disarmament 
in Geneva will be urged to take urgent 
action to identify —_ for negotiation 
in “the coming area for su 
arms iti hawene. 

o The will not stand in 
the way of a consensus to hold an in- 
ternational conference on the Indian 
Ocean as a zone of peace. 

Senator Ryan said the Government 
recognised that if Australia was to 
have credibility in attempting to play a 
more active role in disarmament and 
arms control, “we will have to 
strengthen greatly our capacity for 
analysis and policy formulation in this 
area 


Australia already had announced its 

su for a ban on attacks on civilian 
facilities. 

“We are also reviewing our record 

on ratification of and reservations to 

onaing disarmament treaties,” she 


“In contrast to our predecessors, we 
will not stand in the way of consensus 
to hold an international conference on 
the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace.” 


The Government believed that with- 
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out superpower talks and restraint, 
multilatera) efforts towards disarma- 
ment had become paralysed. 


“With progress between the - 
powers, there is much that can be 
multilaterally,” Senator Ryan said. 


The Government already had 
tested vigorously to the French Gov- 
ernment abuut its continued nucicar 
testing in the Pacific. 


Australia “on certain strict conditions, 
as long as they continue to support a 
system of nuclear deterrence”. 

The Government saw the Nortb- 
West Cape facility near Exmouth in 
Western Australia as a prime nuclear 
target because of its crucial role in 
command control and communica- 
tions functions with nuclear-armed 
US submariaes. 














POLL SHOWS PUBLIC OPPOSES ANTINUCLEAR DEMONSTRATIONS 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 18 May 83 p 14 


[Text } 


er demonstrations n Australia 


ray a anti-nuclear 
demonstrations and 3 perceat are un- 
sure. 


The same poll shows that Austra- 

~ Ht. are tainly, wally divided on 

the United States should de- 

salap euctunr pone Giedie —49 pur. 

cent are in favor and 46 percent op- 
posed. Five percent are unsure. 

A further poll result shows that 44 
percent of Australians want the US to 
cut back on nuclear arms production 
even if the Soviet Union does not make 
a similar cut-back. 

Fifty-one percent do not want the 
US to make such a reduction in nucie- 
ar arms production. Five percent are 
unsure. 


ae | was conducted in April 
38 people throughout Aus- 

alle seiin‘Vhane tenoriaued wnse ached 
@ Should the United States cut back 
on nuclear arms ion even if a 
similar reduction in Soviet Union nvu- 
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ile anmalie & us ta 


clear arms does not occur? 
@ Should the United States continue 


posed anti-nuclear ions. 


ticularly were conosed to anti-nuclear 
demonstrations — 74 being 
opposed and 24 percent in favor. 

ALP voters were fairly equally di- 
vided on anti-nuciear demonstrations 
— SO percent being in favor and 47 
percent opposed. 


Liberal-National Party voters were 
much more inclined than ALP voters 
to favor the development of US nucie- 
ar space missiles and to oppose the re- 
duction of US nuclear arms. 

t: Australian Public Opin 
ion Polls Gallup Method.) 
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GOVERNMENT PROTESTS, RETALIATES OVER FRENCH NUCLE‘R TEST 


Reaction to Blast in Pacific 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 27 May 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


FRANCE vesterday exploded 
a large nuclear device on 
Mururoa Atoil in the South 
Pacific and sparked the 
Strongest reaction yet from 
the Australian Government. 

The 70 kilotonne explosion 
has been coufirmed by a New 
Zealand seismological receiv- 
ing station and is much larger 
than any previously detected. 

The Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs, Mr Hayden, claimed he 
was misled by the French For- 
eign Minister. Mr Cheysson. 
over the extent of French test- 
ing in the Pacific when they 
met earlier this month. 

In the absence of the French 
ambassador, the charge daf- 
fairs was summoned to Mr 
Hayden's office. An official 
protest was sent to the French 
Government and Mr Hayden 
said he would be aiming to de- 
velop greater militancy and 
cohesion between Australia. 
New Zealand and south-west 
Pacific nations to oppose fur- 
ther testing. 

Following news of the test. 
the Prime Minister. Mr 
Hawke. approved the appoint- 
ment of a full-time Australian 
ambassador for disarmament 
to be based in Geneva. 

“If they're determined to test 
these things then let them test 
the damned things in the At- 
lantic. Mediterranean or 
mainland France.’ Mr Hayden 
said. 

“Let them keep out of our 
backyard.” 

He said that during his Paris 
visit he was assured by the 
French that thev did not test 
nuclear explosive weaponry. 
only trigger devices. 

‘This explosion goes well 
bevond a trigger device 


“I will be making it clear that 
persistence with this testing 
program and its elevation puts 
the Franco-Australian rela- 
tionship under very serious 
Strain indeed. 

“I was shocked and disturbed 
at the size of the explosion. 


Protest 


“France is tesiing a very 
large theatre weapon or they 
are developing a new cruise 
missile capacity. but it 
represents an elevation of the 
French nuclear program.” 


Mr Hayden conceded that 
France was likely to ignore 
Australia’s latest protest. but 
said he would be working to- 
wards) making life uncom- 
fortable for them. 


Australia would press for a 
south-west Pacific nuclear- 
free zone when the South Pa- 
cific Forum meets in Canberra 
in August. 


The appointment of a full- 
time Australian ambassador 
for disarmament was put to 
the Prime Minister by Mr 
Hayden recently 


The ambassadors role will 
be to work for a comprehen- 
Sive test ban treaty bv en- 
couraging countries to partici- 
pate. and to work in other 
areas such as a convention in 
relation to chemical] warfare 


The Department of Foreign 
Affairs nuclear safecuards 
and disarmament brarch 1s 
also to be upgraded 


Mr Hayden said Mr Hawke 
would make a strong protest 
to the French President. Mr 
Mitterand. when he visits 
Paris next month 
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Ban on Uranium for French 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Jun 83 p 1 


[Article by Russell Schneider] 


{Text } 


PARIS: The Federal Gov- 


‘ernment has decided to sus- 


pend uranium exports to 
France in a bid to halt 
French nuclear testing in the 
Pacific. 


The Prime Minister, Mr 
Hawke. revealed the decision 
last night while flying from 
London to Paris where he will 
discuss it with President 
Mitterrand. 

Mr Hawke stressed the Gov- 
ernment was carrying out a 
total review of uranium policy. 

The decision was taken by 
the Cabinet at Mr Hawke's in- 
sistence betore he left. | 

But it was hoped to keep it 
secret until it had been dis- 
cussed with Mr Mitterrand. 

However. as news began to 
leak out and as the Govern- 
ment came under fire for mov- 
ing away from official ALP 
policy, Mr Hawke decided to 
publicly announce it. 

The decision will hold up a 
shipment of uranium due to 
leave Australia within the 
next month — part of the 2600 
tonnes France has contracted 
to buy. 

Mr Hawke said yesterday 
there was now no guarantee 
the shipment would proceed. 

He has now locked himself 
and the Cabinet into an ex- 
tremely tough stance on ura- 
nium exports, which honors 
the party’s official position but 
risks Australia’s trading repu- 
tation 

Official ALP policy says 
quite explicity that there 
should be no uranium con- 
tracts with France unless it 
agrees to stop testing in the 

Pacific 

The French Government has 
made it clear it has no inten- 
tion of halting the tests, which 
it says are vital to its defence 
posture 

Mr Hawke arrived in Paris 
late last night (Australian 
time) and will meet Freach 
leaders tomorrow. 

He said on his flight to Paris 
the question of uranium ex- 


ports had been discussed in 
the Cabinet at his instigation. 


“We adopted a position that- 


there would be no authorisa- 
tion of shipments to France 
under existing contracts be- 
fore I have an opportunity of 
going to Paris and discussing 
matters relevant to this issue.” 
he said. 

“A shipment was due to go 
out in June and there will be 
no authorisation of that until I 
have had these discussions.” 

The Australian embassy con- 
veyed the decision to the 
French Government the day 
Mr Hawke left Australia. It 
told the French Mr Hawke 
wanted to raise the issues di- 
rectly with Mr Mitterrand. 

Reinforcing his own position 
with the party. Mr Hawke said 
that contrary to some impres- 
sions in Australia “there is no 
guarantee that these ship- 
ments will proceed”. 

He has come under consider- 
able pressure to re-endorse 
the official platform on ura- 
nium. The Victorian ALP has 
demanded a special confer- 
ence to thrash out the issue. 

Mr Hawke's remarks are ex- 
pected to reduce some of this 
pressure 

The Government had de- 
cided that shipments planned 
under existing contracts 
would proceed provided all 
safeguard arrangements were 
adhered to. 

But this decision did not now 
extend to France 

“France comes into a differ- 
ent category.’ Mr Hawke said. 

“I Was not prepared to let the 
shipment go ahead without 
discussing these issues with 
the French. 

“It is quite clear that the de- 
cision of the French Govern- 
ment to undertake this new 
series of tests in the Pacific 
has created a new situation in 
which there cannot be any ex- 

that the Australians 
will simply go ahead with the 
existing arrangements. 

Mr Hawke refused to say 
whether he would be pressing 
for a total ban on tests or 
would accept some conces- 
sions. 

But he added: “Obviously if 
the Australian Government is 
faced with a situation where 
the French Government are 
going to offer no concessions 
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at ail, then it would be very 
difficult. in the light of the 
feeling in Australia. to Say to 
the French ‘this will not affect 
supplies to your country’.” 


Mr Hawke said he did not 
wish to disclose all his options 
before his talks with Mr 
Mitterrand. 

Meanwhile. Jan Perkin re- 
ports from Canberra that the 
entire question of uranium de- 
velopment and export is now 
being considered by a five- 
man Cabinet committee and a 
final recommendation is likely 
to be put to the national exec- 
utive meeting on June 29. 

Reports that the Govern- 
ment has already approved 
negotiations by two companies 
— Energy Resources and Aus- 
tralia and Queensland Mines 
— for future uranium con- 
tracts are already causing con- 
cern within the ALP. 

It is well known that Mr 
Hawke has been a supporter 
of a more pragmatic approach 
to the uranium export and 
mining issue. 


10 














DESPITE ALP POLICY, URANIUM EXPORTS GET GOVERNMENT NOD 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 1 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text } 


cso: 
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CANBERRA: The Federal Government 
had allowed two uranium-mining com- 
panies to negotiate the sale of uranium 
to the U.S., the Senate was told yesterday. 


The Resources and 
Ener Minister Sena- 
tor alsh, said that 
Energy Resources of 
Australia Ltd § and 


been told they could 
resume neogitations 
with U.S. electric-pow- 
er authorities, 


Senator Walsh also 
said that existing con- 
tracts to supply ura- 
nium were being hon- 
oured but no new con- 
tracts were being ap 
proved. 


Senator wae com- 
ments appear to con- 
flict with the ALP’s 
uranium policy which 
calls for the phasing 
out of uranium minin 

and the repudiation o 
existing commitments, 


Review 


He told the Senate 
during question time 
that the Government 
was reviewing its ura- 
nium policy, but he 
could not say when 
that would be complet- 
ed. 


ll 


He said that the com- 

anies had been al- 
lowed to resume nego- 
tiations to maintain a 
market presence pend- 
jing the completion of 
the review. 


A departmental infor- 
mant said that the 
Minister for Trade, Mr 
Bowen, had given ap- 

oval for negotiations 

o resume. 


Senator Walsh's an- 
nouncement was criti- 
cised today by the Aus- 
tralian Democrats’ 
spokesman on re- 
sources, Senator Mi- 
chael Macklin (Qid.). 


Senator Macklin, in a 
statement, said that 
the Government had 
abanonded its anti-ura- 
nium policy. 

He said that the Gov- 
ernment’s review was 
being held concurrent- 
ly with new contracts 
being negotiated. 

“How can you enter 
into negotiations for 
new contracts at the 
same time as the poll- 
cy is being reviewed?” 
he asked. 
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WESTERN MINING CORP PRESSES FOR OK ON GIANT URANIUM MINE 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


THE giant Western Mining 


issue an unequivocal state- 
ment on uranium policy by an- 
nouncing that the company 
was all but ready to start con- 
struction on its controversial 


at the Yeelirrie site in West- 
ern Australia could start next 
year. 

But in proposing the date for 
the project — expected to cost 
at least $300 million — Mr 
Parry slammed government 
delays for endangering the 
mining project, and other 
projects like it. 

“The Yeelirrie uranium pro)j- 
ect which was started 13 years 
ago and on which $35 million 
has already been spent, could, 
subject to sales contracts 
being organised, commence 
construction next year and be 
a significant employer,” said 
Mr Parry. 

“But I can tell you with some 
feeling that its owners are cx- 
tremely discouraged with the 
bloody-mindedness of a vocif- 
erous minority opposition and 
government _ shilly-shallying 
which has dogged it since its 
discovery.” 

Mr Parry's statement is the 
first to suggest that WMC is 
ready to go ahead with the 
project since the announce- 
ment a year ago that its main 
partner, Esso, was pulling out 
of the venture. 

Immediately after the recent 
State election in Western Aus- 
tralia, the new State Labor 
Government came under pres- 
sure to pronounce its attitude 
to the project. 
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But it was able to avoid the 
issue by saying it had received 
no from Western 
Mining for consent for the 
project to go ahead. 

Late yesterday. the State 
again avoided the issue by 
referring the matter im- 
mediately to the Federa! Gov- 
ernment for comment. 

A State government official 
said: “No decision has been 
made on whether Yeelirne will 
be allowed to sell uranium 
overseas — it is a matter for 
the Federal Government.” 

It is in the ALP’s State party 
platform that no new uranium 
mine developments be allowed 
to start or come on stream in 
Western Australia. 

Mr Parry made his ar- 
nouncement in a speech in 


Perth to a forum to mark 
Western Australia Week. 

He claimed that while the 
mining industry was working 
hard to gen rate wealth for 
the benefit of the whole com- 
munity a small “but vociferous 
part of the community, includ- 
ing government” was trying 
with equal strength to frus- 
trate and hinder such activity. 

“The main question I would 
ask is why do they do it in the 
first place, and why do we, the 
public, put up with it,” he said. 

Mr Parry said a good ex- 
ample of these frustrations 


would be provided by —s 
at Western Mining's nicke 
operations. 


“The time from drilling the 
first hole into a new orebody 
to shipping concentrates was 
less than two years, and yet 
that would be at least a billion- 
dollar project in today's terms. 
and employs directly 2500 


Ensen seen 
ion with - 


ment was minimal and the 
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developmen was actively 
encouraged. 

“Today we would have to 
deal with a multiplicity of gov- 
ernment departments and the 
lead time would be infinitely’ 
longer, with marketing oppor- 
tunities being lost, as in the 
case with the Yeelirrie ura- 
nium project.” 


Tyrannical 

Mr Parry said he was also 
concerned by the development 
of various protest movements 
that appeared to have got into 
the hands of a minority of 
groups. 

He said these groups were in- 
terconnected, and had become 
t and apparently 
powerless to stop. 


“A case in point is the Abo- 
riginal land rights movement,” 
he said. 


“The mining industry spent, 
$217 million last year on grass 
roots exploration, with im ‘t of 
that money remaining in 
Western Australia in the form 
of wages and salaries. 


“Currently moves are under 
way which would see enor- 
mous areas of this State being 
excluded from exploration and 
development for the benefit of 
2.4 per cent of the population. 

“At best, conditions could be 
introduced which could deter 
exploration and development, 
as has happened in the North- 
ern Territory and parts of 
South Australia, where explo- 
ration has virtually ceased.” 
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AUSTRALIA 


FUND FOR HEALTH CLAIMS IN URANIUM INDUSTRY SOUGHT 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 18 May 83 p 10 


[Article by Peter Roberts] 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


RADIOACTIVE DUMPING--THE Queensland Government came under fire from the 
Federal Government over its apparent failure to monitor the dumping of radio- 
active tailings in Brisbane backyards. The Minister for Health, Dr Blewett, 
said it appeared to be a very :lear area of State responsibility. "One could 
argue that the Queensland Government should have been monitoring these tail- 
ings taken from Moreton Island and the Gold Coast, as has been done in other 
States. There seems to have been a failure on that Government's part now that 
it is known that people have used the sand to fill their backyards." Dr 
Blewett said he was disturbed at the long delays faced by Brisbane residents 
in having their soil samples tested by the State Government. He knew of one 
family where an application was made on October 27 last year and there was 
still not result available. It was also costing householders between $8000 
and $12,000 to remove the contaminated sand. The minister was replying to a 
Queensland Labor backbencher, Mrs Elaine Darling, who asked if he was aware 
that the Queensland Health Department had notified over 100 householders that 
they had filled their yards with radioactive tailings. [Canberra THE AUSTRAL- 
IAN in English 26 May 83 p 6] 


STUDY OF RADIOACTIVE MUSSELS--CANBERRA--A study of radioactive mussels in the 
Northern Territory will be increased to determine whether nearby uranium min- 
ing has polluted a valuable food source for local Aboriginal people. Aborig- 
inal people eating several kilograms of the freshwater mussels a year from 
billabongs in Arnhem Land could absorb radium doses near to internationally 
recommended limits. The office of the Supervising Scientist in the Alligator 
Rivers region of Arnhem Land has accelerated its program of studying the mus- 
sels. The supervising scientist, Mr Bob Fry, yesterday met the Northerr Land 
Council to pass on the results of a workshop conducted last week on the possi- 
ble contamination of the mussels. The radiation levels can be attributed at 
least in part to natural causes: mussels are highly susceptible to absorbing 
radium, as well as heavy metals such as cadmium and lead, and the region con- 
tains some of the richest uranium deposits in the world. But at least week's 
workshop at Jabiru, near the Ranger uranium mine, the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion suggested the radium levels were high. [Stephen Mills] [Melbourne THE 
AGE in English 25 May 83 p 6] 


CSO: 5100/7535 
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FRENCH POLYNESIA 


AFTERMATH OF FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING IN PACIFIC 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 2 May 83 p 20 


[Article by Michael Hamel-Green in Honolulu] 





SINCE Hiroshima and 


[Text] Nagasaki, a total of 238 


nuclear bombs have been 
detonated in the Pacific 


on. 
te or the exception of 
two brief interludes in 


detonating bombs in the 
Pacific almost every 
year Hiroshima. In 
their haste to ng <4 


i 
| 


5 
: 
: 


ral 
: 
: = 
i 


Ever since Genera! de 
Gaulle initiated the 
French Pacific test pro- 
gramme in 1963, succes- 


sive French govern- 
ments bave pn ap a 
Pacific the in- 


ing. Even the 
Socialist government, 
which 


ic monitoring that might 


public relations cam- 
paign to Pacific 


governments that the 
tests are harmiess. 


Yet, if the tests are 

what is to be 

lost by allowing interna- 
tial moni . 

Over the last 12 months 
new information has 
ee Ady b. ome 
chilling mpse into 
what the Dreac authori- 
ties are trying to conceal 
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the blight of disease 
and contamination 
ng outwards from 

the Moruroa test site. 


Early in 1982, a French 
journalist, Luis Gon- 
zales-Mata investigated 
reports of a cancer epi- 
demic in French Polyne- 
sia for the highly respect- 
ed Paris magazine, 
Actuel. Despite oficial at- 
tempts to prevent him 
from meeting people, 
Gonzales-Mate success- 
fully interview ed Polyne- 
sians who had been sent 
to Paris for cancer trea- 
ment and islanders living 
close to the test site. 

He discovered that 
from 1976 onwards ‘he 
French authorities have 
been secretly sending 
large groups of Polyne- 
sians on military flights 
to Paris for treatment of 
unusual cancers. One of 
the most recent flights 
consisted of 50 Polyne- 
sians all suffering from 
brain cancer. his / were 
taken to the Walde- 
Grace Hospita! near Par- 
is. A doctor at the hospi- 
tal told Gonzales-Mata 
that the Polynesian a 
tients were generally 
young adults the 
period of French atmo- 


spheric testing (1966-74). 


Gonzales-Mata suc- 
ceeded in interviewing 29 
of these patients after 
they returned te Tahiti. 
Other Polynesi 
fering from cancer have 
atte gy sought treat- 
ment in New Zealand: be- 
tween 1975 and 1978, the 
Dunedin Hospital! alone 
treated 67 French Poly- 
nesians who had flown 


there for treatment of 
cancer. An army doctor 
working for the French 
Polynesian government 
estimates that 10 per cent 
of the Polynesian popula- 
tion of the territory has 
now been sent overseas 
for treatment: of 98 over- 
seas in 1979, 39 were can- 
cer ts and @ were 
children 


Visiting island gro 
close to the Moruroa test 


site, Gonzales-Mata 
found abnormally high 
incidences of ulcers, mis- 
carriages and stomach 
troubles am Marque- 
sas and Gambier island- 


ers. 

While much of the can- 
cer appearing now can be 
attributed to the deadly 
fallout from the 41 atmo- 
— tests which 

rance conducted be- 
tween 1966 and 1974 -- the 
result of ingestion into 
the body of radionuclides 
in contaminated fish, 
vegetables, air and rain- 
water used for drinking 


~- there can be little con- 
fidence that the continu- 
ing underground tests (51 
through mid-1$42) will 
prove any less deadly in 
the long term. 

When the storm of in- 
ternational protest by 
Pacific and gov- 
ernments forced the 
French to cease atmo- 

c testing at the end 

1974, the h . 
ernment turned to under- 
ground testing, argui 
that his would be perfect. 
ly safe. Many people 
were sufficiently con. 
vinced to cease the active 
protests they mounted in 
the early seventies. 











( 


In Australia and New 
Zealand, the conserva- 
tive governments that 
took office at the end of 
1975. while opposin 
French undergroun 
testing. have icu- 
ously failed to take the 
same vigorous action 
taken in the early seven- 
ties which included ap 
peais to the Internationa! 
Court of Justice and the 
sending of naval frigates 
into the Moruroa test 
zone. In Australia’s case, 
the Fraser government's 
will to resist French test- 
ing has been weakened 
by its wish to sel! urani-. 
um to France. 


Evidence 


The complacement as- 
sumption that French un- 
der testing is rela. 
tively safe was shattered, 
however, in late 1981, 
when the French and Bri- 
tish Press published the 
findings of an interna! re- 

prepared by Atomic 

nergy Commission en- 

gineers and technicians 
working at Moruroa. 

According to the engi- 
neers, repeated under- 
ground tests at the atoll 
were causing it to sink 2 
centimetres after each 
test. Since underground 
testing commenced, the 
atoll had sunk more than 
15 metres. A second re- 
port from the same 
source said that a 30 cen- 
timetre wide, 800 metre 
long crack had opened up 
on the atoll, and that ra- 
diation leakage into the 
ocean had been regularly 
occurring for years. 

Equally disturbing 
were the details given in 
the reports of numerous 
serious accidents at the 
test site. On July 6, 1979, 
an explosion caused fire 
in an underground lab- 
oratory, killing one work. 
er and injuring four oth- 
ers. The laboratory 
explosion spewed lethal 
radioactive plutonium 
into the surrounding 
ocean water On July 25, 
1979, a large 140 kiloton 
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bomb stuck halfway 
down the test shaft and 
was detonated where it 


explosion registered 6. 
on the Richter scaie, 
a localised tida! 
wave washed over 
the atoll, injuring seven 
people. 


On March 22, 19681, a 


um (with a r active 
half life of 24,000 years) 
and flooded a 30,000; 
square metre radioactive 
waste storage area, 
washing much of the 
dead!y debris in the sea. 
Defence Minister Hernu, 
in a September 1981 
speech to the National 
Assembly, conceded tht 
the March 22 accident 
had created a “new radio- 
logical situation” 'sut de- 
nied that underground 
testing per se was caus- 
ing any pollution. The 
waste washed into the 
sca was generated by 
French at c test- 
ing, said Mr rnu, not 
its underground test pro- 
gramme. 


Further disturbing evi- 
dence that the French un- 
derground tests are dan- 
gerously contaminati 
the Pacific marine envi- 
ronment and food cycle 
has come from recent 
South Pacific Commis- 
sion (SPC) and World 
Health Organisation re- 
ports on the ominous in- 
crease in the of ci- 

atera, the debilitating 

sh poisoning disease. 


The disease may last 
for years, and is some- 
times fatal. Victims suf- 
fer severe muscular and 
nerve pain, diarrhoea, 
and parodoxical sensa- 
tions ‘hot water feels 
cold and vice versa). The 
disease is caused by eat- 
ing poisoned fish, which 
have become contami- 
nated asa result of eating 
smaller fish feeding 
around ecologically dis- 


turbed cora! reefs where 

the ciguatera micro-or- 
anism has started pro- 
iferating excessively. 


Experts who have 
studied the cycle that 
produces outbreaks of 
the disease believe that 
the ecological changes 
associated with in- 
creases in the ciguatera 
micro-organic may be 
due both to natural 
causes (earthquakes, 
storms) and man-made 
factors (pollution, 
shocks). Once part of a 
coral reef becomes in- 
fected with the organism, 
it tends to spread along 
the rest of the reef. 


According to a SPC 
study in February 1921, 
there has been signifi- 
cant “flare-up of cigua- 
tera” in the Gambier Is- 
lands, the closest 
to the Moruroa test site. 
The epidemic was “pre- 
ceded by the mass mor- 
tality of corals, which 
were found still dead in 
most of the ” Ac- 
cording to the report, 
“human aggression on 
the living coral environ- 
ment” is one of the most 


likely causes of ciguatera 
in the Gambiers. 

Although the did 
not specify the human 
aggression of nuclear 

to which it was re- 
ferring, the most likely 
cand seem to be the 
pollution and seismic 
shocks emanating from 
the Moruros test site. 

A new movement is be- 
ginning to develop 
amongst Pacific peoples 
to force the French 
and all other nuclear 
powers — out of the Pa. 
elfic. 

Early in 1982, 1,000 Ni- 
Vanuatu demonstrated 
outside the French em- 
bassy in Vanuatu against 
continued French test- 
ing. Later in the year, two 
nen yachts, Pacific 

acemaker and Green 
peace III, made separate 

est voyages into the 
oruroa test zone. Anti- 
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nuclear organisations in 
Australia have launched 
boycott actions against 
the French airline UTA 


are planned at French 
embassies in early 1983. 


Boycott 


But the problem is not 
confined to French Poly- 
nesia. Ocean currents 
sweep past Moruroa to 
Fiji, the Cook Island, 
Australia, Papua New 


tuna and bonito, may be- 
come contaminated with 
ciguatera toxin in 
French Polynesia, yet be 
caught and consumed 
anywhere in the South 
Pacific. Already there 
have been unusual out- 
breaks of ciguatera in 
other the South 
Pacific, ve the 
Queensland coast of Aus- 
tralia. 

Pacific people are de- 


@ Immediate cessation 
of French nuclear testing 
in the Pacific; 

@ Release of French 
Polynesian health and 
cancer statistics; 

@ Compensation and 
adequate medical treat- 
ment for all victims of 
French testing, 

SA timetable for the 
granting of independence 
to French territories in 
= Pacific. 

mn a moving h to 
the Pacific Trade Union 
Forum in September 
1982, Jean-Marie Ti)ji- 
baud, Vice President of 
the New Caledonian Ter- 
ritorial Assembly. 
warned his audience of 
trade unionists from al! 
over the Pacific. 
at ocean that 
su us carries the 
seeds of life. We must en- 
sure that they don't be- 
come the of death 
These matters are our re. 
sponsibility and we must 
face them to live and pro. 
tect our lives.” — Depth 
news Science. 











BRAZIL 


NUCLEBRAS SUSPENDS SEVERAL NUCLEAR PROJECTS 


PY061420 San Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 3 Jul 83 p l a 
\ 


[Text] The 25-billion cruzeiro cut in this year's NUCLEBRAS investment budget has forced 
the enterprise to postpone until mid-1984 bids for the civil engineering work at the 
Iguape I and II nuclear plants in Sao Paulo. This information was provided by Mines 

and Energy Ministry advisors who also revealed that the construction of Angra 3 -—- 
although it was contracted with the Andrade Gutierrez Company on 10 June -- was 
postponed, as was the construction of the plants for the exploitation and production of 
uranium concentrate in Itataia (Ceara State) and Lagoa Real (Bahia State). The advisors 
noted, however, that the timetable for the startup of Angra 2 and 3 and Iguape I and 

II has not been changed -- late 1988, 1989, 1991 and 1992 respectively —- because 
NUCLEBRAS expectsto be able to compensate by 1985 for the cuts recently made in its 


budget. 


CSO: 5100/2077 


i8 











CUBA 


BRICFS 


ATOMIC ENERGY ACGREEMENT-—-The Cuban Atomic Energy Commission and the Hungarian 
National Atomic Energy Committee have signed a cooperation agreement and a 
work plan for 1983-1985. The two documents were signed by Fidel Castro Diaz- 
Balart and Gyorgy Osztrovszki, chiefs of the Cuban and Hungarian delegations 
to the 44th meeting of the CEMA Standing Committee on Atomic Energy for Peace- 
ful Jses, held in the city of Pecs. [Text] [¥L302219 Havana Domestic Service 
ir Spanish 2027 GMT 30 Jun 83) 


CSO: 5300/2155 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR TEST PREPARATIONS DENIED--New Delhi denied as totally unfounded and un- 
true an American newspaper report alleging that preparation are being made to 
explode a nuclear device in the Rajasthan desert. The newspaper had based its 
story on unnamed sources saying that additional shafts have been sunk at the 
site of the Pokhran explosion for another test. A spokesman of the External 
Affairs Ministry today categorically denied the report. The report was pub- 
lished by THE WASHINGTON POST. It has published similar stories about India's 
peaceful nuclear programs on two early occasions--once in December and again 
in February last. The union government had described the earlier reports as 
utterly irresponsible. [Text] [BK241604 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
1530 GMT 24 Jun 83) 


PATRIOT REPORTS EXPLOSION BY PAKISTAN--New Delhi, June 25 (AFP)--Pakistan has 
exploded a nuclear device in the range of 20-50 kilotons in the mountain ranges 
near Quetta, the pro-Moscow PATRIOT newspaper reported today quoting “highly 
competent sources." The paper said in a front-page story said the test blast 
was believed to have been carried out last 13 June, the first day of the Moslem 
holy month of Ramadan and the most auspicious day in the Moslem calendar. The 
report, signed by PATRIOT editor R.K. Mishra, said Indian scien ists monitored 
a seismic event around 0230 GMT on 13 June that registered around 4.5 on the 
Richter scale. The epicentre was south of Quetta in the Ras Koh mountain ranges, 
it said. The PATRIOT said Islamabad could have succeeded in keeping the explo- 
sion under wraps by putting out a story of an earthquake in the region. But, 
nearly 2 weeks after the seismic event was recorded, there had been no mention 
of anything like it in the Pakistani media or the government. The paper noted 
it was well known that Pakistan had made preparations since 1979 for under- 
ground tests in the vicinity of Dalbandin in northwestern Baluchistan Province, 
which includes Quetta. It said °.S. and Soviet reconnaissance satellites had 
also confirmed that .unnelling was underway in the Ras Koh mountains, south 
east of Dalbandin. Against this background, the 13 June seismic event 13 

could only have been caused by a 20-50 kiloton range explosion, it quoted the 
informed experts as saying. [Text] [BK250500 Hong Kong AFP in English 0441 
Qq 25 Jun 83) 


SPOKESMAN UNSURE OF PAKISTANI EXPLOSION--There was what is called a seismic 
event in Pakistan 12 days ago, but its exact causes are not known. Asked by 
newsmen whether the event would be consistent with the nuclear explosion, an 
official spokesman in New Delhi replied it could be, it may not be. The spokes- 
man was replying to a question on a New Delhi newspaper report that Pakistan 

had exploded a nuclear device in an underground test. He said the seismic 
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station of the Bhabha Atomic Research Center at Gawribidanur, near Bangalore, 
recorded a seismic event on the morning of Monday, the 13th of this month. 
The Pakistan Foreign Office in Islarabad and the Embassy in New Delhi have 
denied the press report describing it as false and baseless. [Text] 
[BK251605 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1544 GMT 25 Jun 83] 


cso: 5100/4718 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN REPORTED TO HAVE EXPLODED NUCLEAR DEVICE 
BKO10833 Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Jun 83 pl 
[Article by R. K. Mishra] 


[Text] Pakistan has exploded a nuclear device in the range of 20 to 50 kilo- 
tons in the mountain ranges near Quetta [in Baluchistan], according to highly 
competent sources engaged in monitoring Islamabad's plan to develop an atomic 
bomb. 


The underground nuclear test carried out by Pakistan is being kept a closely 
guarded secret, these sources said. Pakistan's nuclear explosion is believed 
to have been carried out on 13 June, the first day of Ramadan--the most 
auspicious day in the Muslim calendar. 


The seismic station of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, located at 
Gauribidnaur, near Bangalore, recoded a seismic event in Pakistan at 
080132 [as printed] hours (about 8.a.m.) on Monday, 13 June. 


The magnitude of this seismic event was assessed at around 4.5 in the Richter 
scale with the epicentre south of Quetta in the Ros Koh mountain range. 


Islamabad could have, perhaps, succeeded in concealing the fact of the 
explosion of the nuclear device if the Pakistan Government had put out a 
story that there was an earthquake in that region. But till now--more than 
10 days after the seismic event was recorded—-there has been no mention of 
the occurrence of an earthquake in this region by the Pakistan radio, tele- 
vision, press or the government. 


It is known that since 1979 Pakistan has been making preparations for conduct- 
ing underground nuclear tests in the vicinity of Dalbandin in Baluchistan. 


U.S. and Soviet reconnaissance satellites are reported to have confirmed 
that tunnelling activities in the Ras Koh mountain range, south east of 
Dalbandin, have continued in 1980-81 also. 


Against this background, the seismic indication of the magnitude, recorded 
at Gauribidnaur could, according to experts, be caused only by a nuclear 
underground explosion in the 20-50 kiloton range using the Ras Koh mountain 
region as a test site. 
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Pakistan's latest budget, beginning 1 July, provided Rs 493 million for 
development of atomic energy. Of this, the nuclear reprocessing plant 

and the 900 MW Chashma nuclear power plant were allocated Rs 403 million 

with a foreign exchange component of Rs 387 million, but the planning commis- 
sion documents did not say how the money would be divided between the two. 
Since the power plant was still at the bid-tendering stage, experts had 

come to the obvious conclusion that a high proportion of the budgetary alloca- 
tion was meant for the reprocessing plant. And since Pakistan does not have 
any plutonium-based power reactors, it was not difficult to conclude that 

the plutonium obtained from the reprocessing plant would end up in the 
armaments sector. 


The Pakistan Government also allocated Rs 64 million for nuclear mineral 
survey and detailed exportation of uranium in Dera Gazi Khan district. 


Recently, qualified U.S. observers also claimed to be in possession of incon- 
trovertible evidence that Pakistan was not only attempting to go nuclear but 
also that it was receiving valuable assistance in this regard from China. 


This led to a controversy in the U.S. Congress over the supply of sensitive 
military technology to Pakistan. Agitated over the disclosures about 
clandestine Chinese help in the latter's efforts to acquire nuclear weapons 
technology, many Congressmen apprehended that Pakistan might in return pass 
on advanced military technology to China. A U.S. Administration statement 
before a house sub-committee on foreign affairs conceded that the construc- 
tion of unsafeguarded reprocessing and enrichment facilities and ‘other 
Pakistani activities are consistent with an effort to develop a nuclear 
explosive capacity.’ 


The administration, however, tried to soft-pedal congressional opposition 
by saying that ‘Pakistan could realise this capability within the next few 
years." Experts say that the Pakistani underground explosion near Quetta 
shows that either the U.S. Administration deliberately misled the Congress 
or it was duped by Pakistani propaganda. Anyway, it approved massive 
supplies of modern military hardware to Pakistan. 


The U.S. Administration ignored the warning given in November last year 
that Pakistan, which was operating the Khuta Nuclear Power Plant (KANUPP) 
for one and a half years at a reduced power level could have produced 

10 to 20-kg of enriched plutonium enough for producing a couple of nuclear 
bombs. Dr Hans Blix, director general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, had said that Pakistan had accepted ‘some but not all safeguards 
and unless the remaining ones were accepted the ‘agency was not in a 
position to give an assurance that spent fuel was not being diverted for 
making nuclear bombs.’ 


CSO: 4600/717 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


SWEDISH DAILY ATTACKS SECRET PROVISIONS OF N-PACT WITH FRANCE 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 17 Jun 83 p 2 
[Editorial by Olle Alsen: "Fuel for the Nuclear Energy Fire"] 


[Text] There is a discrepancy--amounting to many billions of kronor--between 
official calculations and the secret contracts governing the cost of reprocess- 
ing Sweden's spent nuclear fuel. 


In its 1982 "Plan for the Radioactive Waste Products of Nuclear Energy," the 
SKBF (Swedish Nuclear Fuel Supply Company) says that reprocessing a total of 
867 tons--including 727 tons to be reprocessed by France's COGEMA [Nuclear 
Materials General Company]--has been assigned a price tag of between 2,700 and 
3,500 kronor per kilogram in January 1981 money values. A credit of 400 kronor 
is allowed for each kilogram of recovered uranium. 


If for simplicity's sake we take the cost as being 3,000 kronor per kilogram, 

the total cost of reprocessing 867 tons comes to about 2.5 billion kronor, ac- 
cording to the SKBF. When asked, the company claims that that figure is sup- 

posed to cover all costs, including investments in the contemplated new pluto- 
nium plant (UP3A) in La Hague, France. 


But according to paragraphs 12.2.3 et seq. of the contract and appendix 19--the 
latter document, a secret, is reproduced on this page [not included]--it is cal- 
culated that payments totaling a full 4,893.1 million francs in July 1977 money 
values will have to be made by the SKBF in the years from 1977 and 1990 as the 
Swedish share (620/6,000ths) of COGEMA's total cost for building the UP3A facil- 
ities. 


What is more, the SKBF is obligated to pay that amount even if its reprocessing 
quota of 620 tons is not used, and on top of that, COGEMA is to receive . "com- 
mission" amounting to 25 percent of the total cost. The latter, however, can 
clearly be adjusted, and we will ignore it here. The COGEMA adventure is going 
to be preposterously expensive enough even without it. 


This is especially true since as of March 1983, and according to the OECD index, 


French francs must be multiplied by a factor of 1.83 to retain the same real 
value that they had in July 1977. 
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This means that the approximately 4.9 billion francs shown in the contract as 
the SKBF's estimated share of the investment in the new plutonium plant corre- 
sponds to about 9 billion francs today, or about the same in Swedish kronor. 


As far as we understand it, there are also special operating costs for reprocess- 
ing. They are estimated in the contract at 942.4 million francs for the 620 
tons originally covered by the contract--that is, 1.52 million francs per ton. 


According to other contracts with COGEMA, there are over 100 additional tons to 
be reprocessed. At a low estimate, the total cost would then equal 1.1 billion 
francs in July 1977 money values or, according to the index, about 2 billion 
francs today. 


So to summarize: while the SKBF is announcing a total cost of about 2.5 billion 
Swedish kronor in 1981 money values, it can be seen from the COGEMA contract 
that the Swedish contribution to the UP3A investment will be 9 billion francs, 
in addition to 2 billion francs for the reprocessing itself in 1983 money 
values--in cther words, about the same in Swedish kronor! 


Even if the seemingly inexplicable gap between the officially announced 2.5 bil- 
lion and the secretly contracted 11 billion for reprocessing could be reduced 

to some extent and explained by discounting to reflect present values and other 
subtleties--inquiries produce no explanations, since everything is secret--it 

is more probable that the gap will grow wider when the actual costs are known. 
Because as everyone knows, such costs usually turn out to be greater than ex- 
pected. Everywhere in the contract, COGEMA has safeguarded its own interests 
with the provision that price increases will be borne only by the customers from 
Sweden, the FRG, Japan, and so on. 


Putting it mildly, it is unlikely that COGEMA's investment and operating costs 
will become several times cheaper than estimated in the contract, and it is 
equally unlikely that we can expect any major haggling by the French--who have 
adamantly taken advantage of their monopoly position and who obviously induced 
the Swedish nuclear power industry to sign totally blank checks in 1977-1978 so 
that it could quickly satisfy the requirements of the Nuclear Safeguards Law. 
Instead, the industry should have delayed fueling any more reactors. By so 
doing, it might have gotten the system of direct storage without reprocessing, 
which would have been vastly cheaper, at least according to the estimates in 
its own KBS [Nuclear Fuel Safety]-2 and KBS-3 projects. 


At this point, it is no longer good enough for the government and the industry 
simply to remain silent and use the secrecy classification as an excuse. 


If the expected reprocessing costs were reported by the SKBF in a grossly mis- 
leading fashion and generally accepted by the Committee on the Handling of Spent 
Nuclear Fuel when the latter proposed the earmarking of 1.9 ore per kilowatt- 
hour of nuclear power in 1983 to cover the total cost of scrapping nuclear power 
(estimated just recently by the NAK [Nordic Atomic Coordinating Committee] at 

a little over 36 billion kronor), it means not only that the politicians and 

the public have been hoodwinked, but also that costs totaling many billions are 
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being left cor future generations to pay and that today's nuclear power is 
based on a kind of fraud. 


Reporter Sven Aner reported much of this information in articles that appeared 
in STOCKHOLMS-TIDNINGEN, the GOTEBORGS-POSTEN, and other newspapers. People in 
responsible quarters may perhaps try to ignore that. But he has also reported 
the matter to the National Accounting and Audit Office, where it is not likely 
that the matter can be shrugged off or hidden behind the stamp of secrecy. 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PLANS“ FOR RADIOACTIVE WASTE DISPOSAL DESCRIBED 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 30 May 83 p 24 
[Article by Carsten Salander] 


[Text] The ordinance concerning adequate waste disposal for 
nuclear power plants, which the Federal Republic promulgated 
on the basis of the Atomic Law, can be implemented: Until the 
end of the 80's, France and Great Britain will take over the 
treatment of fuel elements. After this, nuclear equipment for 
the intermediate storage, reprocessing, and waste disposal in 
the Federal Republic will receive radioactive wastes that are 
generated here. The installations are partly being planned 
and are partly being constructed. 


The best nuclear power plant - so argued the nuclear power experts in the late 
50's - would be one with a paper moderated and ink cooled reactor. At a time when 
numerous nuclear reactor concepts were on the drawing board - in the Federal 
Republic alone a good dozen - and not a single one still had a genuine chance for 
implementation, not to say prospects for an economic breakthrough, such self irony 
was appropriate. At that time, it almost happened that all these projects were 
planned to the end and constructed. 


Fortunately, most of the concepts again vanished in the drawer before they were 
implemented. A few were actually set up but were not started, and only a few, 
especially the boiling water and pressurized water reactors, have up to now pro- 
vided the breakthrough to full economical operation: Today they deliver a kilowatt 
hour at a more favorable price than a German coal power plant. 


With this economic comparison, is waste disposal perhaps being left out of account? 
Here, perhaps one could also assume that it too consists only of paper projects, 
because even the Federal Chancellor himself has recently said in his governmental 


declaration that waste disposal of nuclear power plants would have to be speedily 
implemented. 


The technology of waste disposal not only has become well known in the meantime in 
all its individual steps and not only are its financial effects quite clear, but 

it has also been fully taken into account in the price calculations of the electri- 
cal utility enterprises. The responsible financial agency would not approve the 
reserves that must be set aside on this account, if actual waste disposal possibility 
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either domestically or abroad did not provide a foundation for this. 


In fact, large-scale technical reprocessing installations were already operational 
when the first small experimental and prototype nuclear power plants began their 
operation. Waste disposal is solved and the planning of the Federal and Provincial 
governments as well as of the responsible corporations has been designed in such 
a way that the required installations are being built as needed. 


Waste disposal of a nuclear power plant begins with the transport of the used-up 
fuel elements, includes the intermediate storage of these elements, as well as 
their reprocessing, and comprises the recycling of the valuable materials uranium 
and plutonium as well as the conditioning and final storage of the radioactive 
wastes in a salt mine. 


The waste disposal of the German nuclear power plants will be affected, until the 
end of the 80's, essentially by the French reprocessing installation at the Hague 
and to a lesser extent by the British reprocessing installation in Sellafield (pre- 
viously Windscale). The electrical utility enterprises have concluded contracts 
concerning this with the British Nuclear Fuels Ltd. in Great Britain and with 

Cogema Company in France. They have purchased e.g. approximately one third of the 
capacity of the French installation for a 10 year period corresponding to 2150 tons 
of used-up fuel elements. 


This will finance the erection of the new large French reprocessing installation, 
which is being constructed on the same terrain next to the already existing reproces- 
sing installation UP2. The financial burden which is thus imposed on German users 

of electricity is about 5 billion DM. The magnitude of this sum becomes intel- 
ligible if one considers that the power plants have generated more than 500 billion 
killowatt hours with this fuel. 


Since the waste disposal contracts with France and Great Britain will cover the 
waste disposal needs of the German nuclear power plants -..;y until about 1987, the 
German Society for the Reprocessing of Nuclear Fuels mbh (DWK) must create technical 
Capapcities within the Federal Republic for the years subsequent to this. This 
holds for a nuclear power plant output of about 3000 MW, which is expected by the 
year 2000, i.e. about 800 tons used-up fuel elements per year. 


At this time, an intermediate storage facility is being erected for this in Gorleben. 
Here, about 420 fuel element transport and storage containers with a total of 1500 
tons of used up fuel elements stand in a large hall. At the end of the 80's, when 
nuclear power plants with about 20,000 MW electrical power will be operational, 

this depot will be filled after about three years. 


It should also be mentioned that a second hall is being equipped in Gorleben, in 
addition to the depot for the used up fuel elements. In this second hall, the 
slightly radioactive wastes from nuclear installations, industry, medicine, and 
research institutes will be put into interim storage until, one day, the final depot 
in the Gorleben salt mine will become operational and they can be placed there for 
final storage. 
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The investment volume for the Gorieben interim depot is about 80 million DM. In 
letting contracts for this, the »bjective has been reached to take into account 

as much as possible companies of the regional business areas. At the beginning of 
1984, the intermediate depot at Gorleben will be ready to operate. A second, 
equally iarge fuel element intermediate depot is anticipated in Ahaus. Construction 
approva! for this is expected by the fall of 1983. 


Experience with reprocessing is being made in the Federal Republic of Germany with 
the Karlsruhe reprocessing plant (WAK) - a prototype installation - which was started 
up in 1971 and which has reprocessed about 130 tons of partly highly burned-off light 
water reactor fuel elements. This installation as well as the research performed 
with the Karlsruhe Nuclear Research Center (KfK) have provided important operating 
experience. Our plans for larger installations build on this experience. 


Since the end of 1982, parallel Atomic Law approval procedures are running both 
for these planned reprocessing installations with a daily throughput of two tons 
heavy metal laanien and for locations at Wackersdorf in the Schwandorf county and 
also Dragahn in the Lichow-Dannenberg county. First site investigations concerning 
the construction terrain have already begun, and the safety report with the descrip- 
tion of the installation will be made public already by the fall of this year. 


The plans for the reprocessing installation anticipate the following installation 
areas: fuel element preparation, reprocessing, mixed oxide fabrication and fuel 
rod production, waste treatment, supply and management facilities. The investment 
volume presumably will be about four million DM and about 1800 employees will be 
occupied in this installation. If the first partial erection approval is granted 
by the end of 1984 or the beginning of 1985, the installation can start up in 1992. 
Here, too, the DWK will again strive for the broadest possible contract assignment 
to local and regional companies. 


The question of radioactive wastes is the problem which has the greatest emphasis 

in current public discussion. Reprocessing in its technology and chemical methods 
is here scarcely still seriously questioned by the opponents of nuclear power. The 
point of agitation in public discussion now is the question of the elimination and 
retention of radioactive wastes. 


In the Federal Republic of Germany, radioactive wastes are divided into three classes: 
weak, medium, and highly active wastes. Weak and medium active wastes are created 

in nuclear power plants, in medical colleges, in hospitals, during isotope produc- 
tion for medical research projects, i.e.: they already have been handled for a con- 
siderable period of time. Such wastes are bonded into cement, sealed in barrels, 

are put into intermediate storage, and finally are delivered to a final depot. By 
the end of 1978, the previous salt mine ASSE was used by the Society for Radiation 
and Environmental Research in Neuherberg (GSF) as an experimental final depot. Here, 
about 125,000 barrels with weakly radioactive wastes and 1300 barrels with medium 
active wastes were stored. 


Fusing highly active waste into glass 


In the reprocessing of used-up fuel elements, the highly radioactive fission products 
occur as the third category of radioactive wastes. These cannot be embedded in 
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in cement; because the radiation wil! destroy the cement structure, resulting in 

a risk of liberating radioactive products. A good possibility for safe inclusion 
of these wastes, however, is to vitrify them in a smelting furnace that has been 
specially developed for this purpose. This has already been implemented for several 
years on a large scale in Marcoule in Southern France and more recently also in Mol 
in Belgium by means of the PAMELA method that was developed in Germany. The instal- 
lation there was erected by the DWK and is supposed to start operating in 1985. It 
will then vitrify the highly active liquid waste from the Eurochemie reprocessing 
installation. 


All radioactive wastes which arise in the Federal Republic or which are returned 
later on from foreign reprocessing installations are to be imbedded in deep geolo- 
gical layers as has already been successfully tested in the ASSE. Because cf the 
special stability of the north German salt mines, which have not altered their 
present and past form even during the generation of the Alps 17 million years ago, 
one can guarantee that these radioactive wastes will not be returned to the biosphere 
during a period of time when they could cause damage if they were carelessly handled. 


The research work on the Gorleben salt mine, which is intended for this purpose, 

has up to now involved four deep borings, two borings to start shafts, and over 

360 flat and salt level borings. There has been no indication that this very large 
Salt mine may not be suitable. Consequently, the Physical-Technical Federal Insti- 
tute in Braunschweig (PTB) - which is responsible in the Federal Republic, according 
to the Atomic Law, for the final storage of radioactive wastes - intends to begin 

in the following year with the excavation of shafts for the interior exploration of 
this salt mine. 


Because of the very careful performance of the work and also because a planning pro- 
cedure is still lacking, it will nevertheless not be until the middle or the end of 
the 90's hefore the first wastes can be stored in the Gorleben salt mine. Until that 
time, interim depots, which can be set up without major technical effort, as well 

as the previous metal mine Konrad in Salzgitter, can receive the wastes. An approval 
process for this is currently in progress. 


For the sake of completeness, it should also be mentioned that, within the framework 
of a program initiated and financed by the Federal Ministry for Research and Tech- 
nology, a method for the direct final storage of used-up fuel elements is also 

being developed. Especially with long term considerations involving the national 
economy, reprocessing with its recovery and renewed use possibilities of valuable 
energy raw materials certainly has advantages. Nevertheless, in special cases, it 
may certainly be important to have available such a method, for example for effective 
or for special research fuel elements. For this reason, the DWK has participated 
both materially and financially in this program. 


Illustration 
what happens to used up nuclear fuel? 


Discharged from 15 German reactors since 1962: 1405 tons of used up fuel elements. 

Of this: 

29 percent reprocessed: 114 tons (8 percent) Karlsruhe reprocessing installation 
(WAK 
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300 tons (21 percent) foreign reprocessing stations 
71 percent in storage: 401 tons (29 percent) within the nuclear power plants 
590 tons (42 percent) in reprocessing installations 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


STATUS OF FUTURE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 30 May 83 p23 
[Article by Werner H.F. Htnlich] 


[Text] Now, in the middle of 1983, 11 commercial nuclear power 
plants with a gross rated power of 10 252 MW and four experimental 
or prototype installations with a total of 109 MW are being operated 
by the Federal Republic. Thus, the electrical business currently 
has available a nuclear power plant output of 10 361 MW total. 
Deducting in-house needs, 9850 MW net are available for this in the 
network. 


In 1982, these installations generated 62.5 billion kWh and thus achieved a propor- 
tion of more than 20 percent of the total electrical generation of power plants 

in the public network. In the community nuclear power plant in Neckar, in Neckar- 
westheim, 1.1 billion kwh a phase current for the Federal Railroad was addi- 
tionally generated and was delivered to its network. 


Two 300 MW demonstration nuclear power plants - the high temperature reactor in 
Hamm-Schmehausen and the fast breeder reactor in Kalkar - as well as 10 commercial 
1300 MW blocks with a total of 13 932 MW (13 150 MW net) are under construcation 
and are supposed to be operational by 1990. Of this, six units with about 7000 MW 
will presumably be ready by 1985. Thus, at the end of 1985, a nuclear power plant 
output of about 17 360 MW (about 16 400 MW net) would be available. 


By about 1990, according to the plans of the electrical utility enterprises (EVU), 
the remaining six installations of those that are currently under construction 
should be ready to operate with 6930 MW power. Further installations are being 
planned. The Wyhl nuciear power plant has already been approved and is not con- 
tained in the above figures. 


It can be assumed that expansion by the year 2000 will take place by further 1300 MW 
units with a power of about 8000 MW, so that a total power of about 32 000 MW 
(about 30 000 MW net) in nuclear power plants would be available. 


Here it has not been taken into account that, by that time, some o'der installations 


- especially the experimental installations which already have been operational 
since the 60's - will presumably be shut down. 
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During the last 10 years (since about 1973/74), the approval lead times - from the 
application for building approval until the granting of a first partial erection 
approval (first TEG) - has more than doubled from about one year to two and one half 
years. On the other hand, a simplification and simultaneously also a speed-up now 
appears to take place for the execution of the entire approval method, without any 
loss of safety or legal protection. 


This is a consequence of measures in the organizational. administrative area, which 
concern both the applicant and also the approval agencies, as well as the official 
experts. These include in particular the following: 


Uniform design of the installations by the applicant 
Timely and complete presentation of verifiable documents 


Uniform evaluations of the installations as regards the damage precautions which 
are required according to the state of science and technology 


Acceptance znd increased mutual recognition of expert opinions 


A more precise definition of citizen participation in the case of significant 
changes in the design of the installations, so as to increase lega! protection for 
all participants. 


These measures will become operational for the first time - and consequently partly 
in a somewhat dragging way - with the three 1300 MW blocks in the nuclear power 
plants at Isar (KKL-2), Emsland (KKE) and Neckar (GKN-2), whose construction can be 
begun in 1982. 


Sut also for other installations that are already under construction, it appears 
that the causes for the delayed execution of approval procedures have largely lost 
their effectiveness. These causes were hased mainly in the unclear political 
Statements concerning the utilization of energy for electrical power, i.e. in the 
nuclear controversy, as well as in changes of safety philosophy. 


In particular, it is to be expected that, by 1983, the 1300 MW nuclear power plant 
Kr'lmmel at Geesthacht an der Elbe will obtain operating approval as the next in- 
stallation. The last partial erection approval (TEG) for an installation equipped 
with a boiling water reactor was granted on 7 March 1983. The nuclear start-up 
is planned for July 1983. 


The 300 MW prototype installation with thorium high temperature reactor (THTR-300) 
in Uentrop-Schmehausen at Hamm/Westphalia is to receive its first partial operating 
approval in 1983. The Federal Minister of the Interior has informed the responsible 
approval agencies of North Rhine Kestphalia, on the 8th of April, that he has no 
safety misgivings against the first partial operating approval (TBG). The reactor 
safety commission (RSK) has given a positive recommendation concerning this matter. 


Building progress and the granting of the last TEG for the two 1300 MW blocks of 

the Gundremmingen power plant, in the middle of February 1983, leads one to expect 
that the start-up and acceptance deadlines for the years 1984 and 1985, respectively, 
can be adhered to. Operating approval is in progress. 
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The first hot test operation at the nuclear start-up of the 1360 MW units in the 
nuclear power plants at Abhi peg (Block 2) and Grohnde is also anticipated in 


1984. Hand-over of the installations is expected in 1985. 

The trial operation of the 1300 MW power plant at Milheim-Karlich should take place 
in 1985/86. Its take-over is planned for the fall of 1986, according to the present 
Status. 


For the 300 MW prototype installation with the fast breeder reactor (SNR-310) in 
Kalkar, the Atomic Law approval method for the erection phase has already been 
practically concluded with the fifth TEG of 22 September 1982. On 3 December 1982, 
the German parliament furthermore decided to eliminate a reservation, which was 
placed four years earlier, on the start of the installation. Trial operation should 
now begin in 1986. 


In December 1982, as a result of a new TEG, approval for the assembly of machine and 
electrical equipment was granted for the further erection of the 1360 MW nuclear 
power plant at Brokdorf. Start-up is intended in 1986/87. 


The construction work on the construction sites of the 1300 MW units of the nuclear 
power plant Isar (Block 2) and Emsland - which were approved in 1982 in the "convoy 
procedure” - as well as of the first block of the community nuclear power plant at 
Neckar are making good progress. However, it is still too early to be quite definite 
whether start-up, planned for 1988/89, will actually be reached through the speeded 
up approval procedure. 


The nuclear power nlant Isar-2 for the first time contains practical equipment for 
power heat coupling for a remote heat supply based on nuclear energy. This will 
make possible a heat output which corresponds to the needs of about 24,000 residences. 


For a total of nine further 1300 MW nuclear power plant blocks, applications for 
erection approvals have been made according to Par. 7 of the Atomic Law (AtG) or 
preliminary location decisions have been requested according to Par. 7a (AtG) - 
partly already for many years. Among these projects, several have been initially 
shel ved. 


The planning measures for waste removal from nuclear power plants finally begin to 
take form after many long years of political delay. The first intermediate storage 
depot for used-up fuel elements and light active waste in Gorleben will be completed 
by the end of 1983. The storage approval according to Par. 6 of the Atomic Law will 
presumably be granted very soon for this installation. The first TEG for a repro- 
cessing installation is expected by the end of 1984 or the beginning of 1985. Expert 
opinions on safety already exist for a second intermediate depot in Ahaus. The 
preparatory investigations for planned final storage continue. 
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AMENDMENTS IN NUCLEAR POWER LAW CODE EXAMINED 


Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 14 Jun 83 p 21 


[Article by Markku Hurmeranta: "Nuclear Waste Funds Under Control of Power 
Companies" ] 


[Text] Many years have gone into reforming the atomic energy law. A two- 
part committee report on this reform was completed in the years 1980--81. 
Now the finalizing of the law is once again beginning to be in the final sta- 
ges. The draft of the law, which is still being worked on by officials, con- 
tains a total of approximately 80 articles, of which not even one is in the 
form presented by the original nuclear energy law committee. 


Perhaps the greatest upheaval took place in the committee's proposal on the 
so-called nuclear waste fund, by which the power companies should be able 

to be held responsible for the storage of the nuclear waste produced by them 
as well as for the expenditures involved in demolishing a power plant. 


In the second section of this report the committee proposed so-called outside 
funding as a form of preparation for this. In this model an outside fund, 
which would have been under the control of Mini :-y of Trade and Industry, 
would have been formed in the state budget in an amount determined by the 
cost of waste disposal for the power companies. The Ministry of Trade and 
Industry would also have determined the amount of the nuclear waste payment 

a year at a time. 


According to the proposal the funds collected for nuclear waste funding would 
have been invested in the Bank of Finland, which would have paid interest 
on then. 


Internal “unding Gaining Upper Hand 


The refinement in present use or so-called internal funding was, however, 
chosen as the basis of the law in the preparations being made by officials. 


Inasmuch as the law becomes a reality in the form presently outlined, the 
power companies will in the future have to make an internal provision for 
nuclear waste, the amount of which will be confirmed by the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry. 








As a guarantee the state will demand either a kind of bank security as a pri- 
mary choice or nuclear waste insurance as a second. This new area for the 
insurance companies would be made up of savings as well as risk insurance. 


By making savings insurance payments to the insurance companies the power 
companies would have an opportunity to borrow back these funds, a system which 
is presently in use in the pension system. 


The interest expressed by the insurance compani-s in managing this matter 
is understandable since the reserve obligation of the plants presently in 
operation, for example, would amount to a total of approximately 4 billion 
markkaa by the year 2010. Imatra Power's share of this amount is only 800 
million markkaa since the nuclear waste produced by it or more hygienically 
stated, its spent fuel, will be transported to and stored in the USSR. 


The share of Teollisuuden Voima [Industrial Power] will be more than 3 bil- 
lion since its nuclear waste problem is yet to be resolved. 


To date Imatra Power has accumulated approximately 60 million for this re- 
serve and Industrial [Teollisuus] Power has accumulated approximately 350 
million markkaa. 


The law presently under consideration is by its nature a general law, which 
will entail a rather large group of statutes in the parliamentary delibera- 
tions on it. Because of its nature, there will not be a precise determina- 
tion of the amount of the reserves. According to the law, they must only 
correspond with the expenditures needed for the final disposal of nuclear 
waste. What this will mean in each individual situation will be left to the 
discretion of officials. 


The power companies will have to present their plans regarding waste manage- 
ment in submitting an application to the Council of State for the construc- 
tion of a power plant. The plan wili be more precisely defined in later sta- 
ges of the permit process. 


It will be interesting to note whether the reserve responsibility of the pow- 
er companies will be extended to include so-called low-active waste also or 
whether the treatment of such waste will be left to the operational manage- 
ment of the power companies aud will be covered by the normal annual budgets 
of the companies. 


In the statements made in the nuclear energy law committee reports the opin- 
ions regarding the accomplishment of funding are divided into two groups. 
The majority of those making statements, however, supported outside funding. 
The most vehement opposition to this came from Industrial Power, which char- 
acterized the proposal on outside funding as a complete failure. 


Thus the internal funding model recommended by Industrial Power seemed to 
be winning contrary to the stand of the committee and the majority of those 
making statements. 








In its own statement Imatra Power declared that it has nothing against the 

idea of outside funding proposed by the committee. Outside funding was con- 
sidered to be better from the point of view of the so-called total interests 

of society also. STTK [Finnish Federation of Technical Functionary Organiza- 
tions], among others, made the concise statement that the responsibility cre- 
ated by the nuclear power plants for society is so great that it can only 

be assumed by the state. Thus STTK also considered outside funding under 

the control of the state in matters of waste treatment to be a better solution. 


Industrial Power's criticism is primarily directed at the fact that it doubts 
that the value of the funds can be maintained with outside funding. In addi- 
tion, Industrial Power has criticized the fact that a nuclear waste reserve 

in the Bank of Finland would be outside the reach of the power companies as 
compared to an insurance policy with a provision for borrowing back the funds, 
for example. 


The People Will Have Their Say 


The most revolutionary change in the new law compared to present stipulations 
will be the regulations on operational permits for new power plants. 


In the future, parliament will decide on the construction of new nuclear pow- 
er plants while until now the decisionmaking power has been in the hands of 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry. Indeed, the Ministry of Trade and Indus- 
try has not used this decisionmaking power, but decisions on present nuclear 
power plants have been made by the Council of State. 


In the future, a power company will have to request a decision in principle 
for a nuclear power plant from the Council of State, which after studying 
the application will take the matter to parliament for its decision. 


Before a decision in principle is made, the people will be provided a bet- 
ter opportunity than heretofore to make their own voice heard. According 

to the legislative proposal, a "general hearing" on a power plant project 
must be arranged or an opportunity in which the parties concerned can make 
their opinions public. The opinions presented will be made known to the 
Council of State before it makes its own proposal on a decision in principle. 
However, public opinion gathered in this way will not legally bind the Coun- 
cil of State. 


Inasmuch as the parliament approves the power plant plans, a power company 
will be able to continue its plans. After that, the power company must apply 
for a construction permit, which will be granted by the Council of State. 

It is estimated that the planning work preceding a construction permit will 
take several years. 


Not Through the Kitchen Door 


The parliament's position as a decisionmaker is supported by the regulation 
according to which a power company cannot expend unreasonable funds (conclude 


‘ 
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preliminary contracts with equipment suppliers, purchace uranium for its re- 
serves, and so on) prior to a decision in principle. The purpose of this 

is to prevent a situation in which the parliament would have no other alter- 
native but to approve a plan since its rejection would be too expensive for 
the power company as well as society. 
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F INLAND 


RELUCTANT PARLIAMENT GETTING PROPOSAL FOR NEW NUCLEAR UNIT 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANUMAT in Finnish 14 Jun 83 p 21 
[Article by Hannu Leinonen: “Government Dropping Energy Bomb on Parliament" ] 


[Text] Im the fall the parliament will receive the nuclear power package, 
which has badly burned the hands of the government. The ministers do not 
even want to formulate a joint opinion on Finland's future energy law, but 
the burden of a solution is being placed on parliament. 


However, the government says it will seek new material for the decisionmakers 
the whole time. Studies and reports will be made until the very end. 


The acquisition of a nuclear power plant has been intertwined with a future 
nuclear energy law. However, the legislators have not been satisfied with 
the work of the original committee and a new proposal, for example, has sub- 
sequently been turned into a completely new religion as far as nuclear waste 
funding is concerned. 


The intent in the Environmental Ministry is to initiate the compilation of 
reports as soon as possible on the environmental impact of this large power 
plant planned for Finland. In the reports initiated by Environmental Minis- 
ter Matti Ahde (Social Democrat) the intent is to study the environmental 
risks of nuclear power as well as its alternatives so that the decisionmakers 
would have something other than reports from industry and business in making 
a decision on energy alternatives. 


On Monday, yesterday, Ahde met with Trade and Industry Minister Seppo Lind- 
blom (Social Democrat). The ministers clarified the manner in which the plans 
of the Environmental Ministry fit in with the studies now being conducted 

in the Ministry of Trade and Industry. 


The reports being compiled by Lindblom and Ahde will be tied in with the large 
Finnish “atomic package" coming up before parliament in the fall. The govern- 
ment will first place the proposal on a nuclear energy law before parliament. 
The intent is to make a decision on the construction of a new nuclear power 
plant immediately after enactment of this law. 
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The discussions on this legislation and a fifth nuclear power plant will most 
likely take place one right after the other in parliament during the fall. 

A heated dispute between the supporters and opponents of nuclear power is 
expected. Even the government is expecting the struggle to be so fierce that 
it considers it best to leave the issue open in its own program. The nuclear 
power plant decision is being brought into the chambers of parliament quietly 
and without any fanfare. 


in recent years nuclear power has become the subject of discussion at the 
congresses of each party. Most recently, at the Conservative Party congress 
in Lahti where the party adopted a positive stand on the acquisition of a 
fifth nuclear power plant after a week of heated debate. 


Nuclear power is a significant divisive factor for the ruling parties. Ex- 
cept for the SMP [Finnish Rural Party], all the ruling parties are being torn 
in two directions. 


HELSINGIN SANOMAT asked the government's ministers about their own opinion 
on increasing auclear power. Only the opinions of Prime Minister Kalevi Sor- 
sa and Foreign Minister Paavo Vayrynen were not heard. 


The question demonstrated that the majority of the ministers have not yet 
made a final decision on how they will react to the procurement of a new nu- 


clear power plant. 
Trade Ministers Were Least Hesitant 


Both trade ministers, Trade and Industry Minister Seppo Lindblom (Social Demo- 
crat) and Foreign Trade Minister Jermu Laine (Social Democrat), took the most 
definite stand on behalf of the acquisition of a new nuclear power plant. 


On the day he took his oath of office Lindblom adopted a clear stand on behalf 
of nuclear power. According to him, it is the only correct way to ensure 
that Finland will make it through the forthcoming years of competition. 


Laine does not yet want to give a direct no or yes answer to nuclear power. 
He does, however, present four carefully thought out arguments as a justifi- 
cation for his position that “leans in a positive direction". According to 
Laine, natural resources should be conserved by means of abundant and cheap 
energy. Wood reserves can be saved by one-fourth by using abundant amounts 
of electricity. The development of new jobs in Finland will be based on a 
competitive techonology according o Laine. Thus the availability and cost 
of energy will be decisive. 


In Laine's opinion the energy forms competing with nuclear power are more 
harmful to the environment. In addition, the safety problems connected with 
nuclear power plants built in the Soviet Union and France have been resolved 
in a considerably much better manner than 10 years ago. 


Laine points out that the timing of the procurement of nuclear power plants 
must be noted with care. Also the procurement of a 1000-megawatt power plant 
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is no longer the only solution. T’e construction of two smaller (500 MW) 
power plants would reduce the excessive one-time jump in production capacity, 
states Laine. 


According to Environmental Minister Matti Ahde (Social Democrat), his basic 
attitude toward the procurement of additional nuclear power is critical. He 
urges that this issue be taken up again at a later date. According to Ahde, 
the environmental effects of energy alternatives should be clarified before 
a decision is made. 


Puhakka Will Not Consent to a Commitment 





Communications Minister Pauli Puhakka (Social Democrat) admits that he has 
not had time to study the issue and, therefore, does not want "to make any 
commitment" to which he must be bound in the future. According to him, there 
must be time to allow reasonable arguments to influence the formation of an 
opinion. 


In principle Puhakka is of the opinion that energy should be made available 
to society in the most economical manner possible and the various production 
alternatives should be considered on this basis. 


Holding nearly the same opinion is Interior Minister Matti Luttinen, accord- 
ing to whom experience to date has been positive from the point of view of 
nuclear energy. Luttinen points out that the residents of Lovisa are not 
living in a state of hysteria. Even the Lovisa City Council gave permission 
for the temporary storage of nuclear waste without a single dissenting voice. 


In Luttinen's opinion the procurement of a nuclear power plant is all in all 
a difficult question since even the experts are divided into two camps. 


The female Social Democratic ministers are clearly more cautious than their 
male counterparts in their views on nuclear power. According to Education 
Minister Kaarina Suonio, the increase in the need for electricity does not 
need to be of such a degree that a new large power plant must become inevi- 
table. She leaned toward factors other than nuclear power alternatives in 

the procurement of a power plant. "The reports on natural gas can introduce 
a change into the picture if price questions can be clarified," stated Suonio. 


Among the Social Democratic ministers the strongest negative stand is taken 
by Social and Health Minister Vappu Taipale, in whose opinion energy produc- 
tion is already sufficient since power plants are even now standing idle. 

"As a physician I take a critical attidute toward nuclear power," states Tai- 
pale. 


Center Party Ministers Would Postpone Decision 


The ministers of the Center Party would like to postpone the acquisition of 
a nuclear power plant by at least several years. The Center Party ministers 
are, in general, adopting a cooler attitude toward the procurement of a power 
plant than their Social Democratic colleagues. Several of the Center Party 
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ministers are, however, leaving enough room for movement in their opinions 
so that a final decision cannot yet be made. 


Finance Minister Ahti Pekkala ties the opinions of his party's ministers to 
an answer according to which a solution could be postponed until the growth 
of the consumption of electricity and actual needs can be determined more 
precisely than at the present time. According to Pekkala, energy should be 
conserved more effectively than now in Finland. He does not forget to men- 
tion the domestic power sources noted in his party's platform. 


Pekkala's opinions are contrary to his statement that production costs in 
Finland must not be higher than those in competing countries. In addition, 
all energy alternatives contain environmental risks, points out Pekkala. 


Even Agriculture and Forestry Minister Toivo Ylajarvi describes his initial 
reaction as cool. According to him, we should aim toward a dispersed energy 
management instead of a centralized management. 


According to Ylajarvi, a clarfication of domestic ilternatives should be made 
regardless of international price developments. 


"My position is cautiously negative," states Defense Minister Veikko Pihlaja- 
maki. According to him, energy policy in its entirety is in a casting ladle 
and no one can say what will happen. "Even though new knowledge about nu- 
clear energy is constantly emerging, all the dangers to human beings have 

not yet been completely clarified," states Pihlajamaki. According to hin, 
there should be a comparison to determine which forms of energy production 
present the greatest dangers and risks. 


Among the Center Party ministers Social and Health Minister Eeva Kuuskoski- 
Vikatmaa took the most decisive stand against nuclear power. Her premise 

is thac a power plant is not needed in this situation. "The risks in the 

use of nuclear power cannot be predicted in advance and reach beyond the pre- 
sent generation,” states Kuuskoski-Vikatmaa. According to her, each large 
power plant alternative has its own problems and thus she has decided to rec- 
ommend a decentralized system. 


Taxell Discussed Morality 


Justice Minister Christoffer Taxell of the Swedish People's Party would like 
to initiate a public discussion around nuclear power. According to him, a 
discussion on the direction of development has not been conducted even though 
the Greens have attempted to do this. 


According to Taxell, the procurement of a nuclear power plant also entails 
enthical and moral questions, which so far have been discussed very little. 


Taxell is not convinced that a new electric power plant would be rieeded in 
Finland in the early part of the 1990's. However, it is probable that a pow- 
er plant will yet be needed in this century according to him. At that time 
the alternatives will be nuclear power or coal power. According to Taxell, 

a final decision on either alternative cannot yet be made. 
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Education Minister Gustav Bjorkstrand has also not taken a final stand on 
nuclear power. "My general premise has been that I have adopted a cautious 
attitude and, in general, I am for a soft alternative," states Bjorkstrand. 


Finnish Rural Party Negative Without Reservation 


Finance Minister Pekka Vennamo states vehemently: "“Unreservedly against and 
Labor Minister Urho Leppanen joins in: Unconditionally opposed". 


According to Vennamo, we should recommend decentralized alternatives such 
as small counterpressure power plants, which could produce heat as well as 
electricity. Even small diesel-powered power plants would be suitable in 
many respects according to Vennamo. They would be the best solution from 
the point of view of employment as well as sensitivity tv risk, argues Ven- 
namo. 


According to Urpo Leppanen, the construction of a nuclear power plant would 

be a short-sighted economic solution. "Nuclear energy is not in any way cheap 
from the point of view of the total economy since, for example, employment 
would be reduced,” states Leppanen. He proposes new alternatives and small 
power plants as another alternative. 
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SWEDEN 


FORSMARK PLANT GIVEN PERMISSION TO STORE SPENT FUEL 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 23 Jun 83 p 24 
[Article by Owe Nilsson: “Forsmark--Nuclear Waste Storage Approved"] 


[Text] On Wednesday the government gave permission for 
storage at Forsmark of low and medium grade radioactive 
waste. All the requirements placed on the installation 
by the National Nuclear Power Inspection Board (SKI) were 
met, and both SKI and the National Institute of Radiation 
Protection (SSI) will have the right to make further de- 
mands. 


The storage site will be built by the Swedish Nuclear Fuel Supply Company 
(SKBF). Material such as tools and protective clothing which has become 
radioactive due to work in a nuclear power plant will be stored there. 
Furthermore similar cleaning material from other industries, medical ac- 
tivity and research will be brought to the storage site. 


SKI considered that the storage site was not the best location from a geo- 
logical standpoint. There are weaknesses in the rocks because of the so- 
called Singo line which goes through the vicinity. SKI will require ad- 
ditional drilling before placement of the four concrete silos can be ap- 
proved. 


"In theory I can not deny that there are better places in the country,” 
said Minister of Energy Birgitta Dahl to TIDNINGARNAS TELEGRAMBYRA. “But 
when both expert authorities SSI and SKI advise in favor, there is no 
reason for me to have another opinion.” 


The People's Campaign Against Nuclear Power is protesting strongly against 
the government's decision to give permission for the storage site. 


SKI now has full control of what will be placed in the storage site. It 
can not be closed until it is full, around 2010. Then there will be an in- 
vestigation of what happens in the storage site, and the government will 
decide when the sealing will take place. 
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SKBF is planning two additional storage sites at Forsmark for keeping hard- 
ened components and demolition residue from nuclear power plants when they 
are torn down. Osthammar County has requested that the government's per- 
mission apply only to the first storage site. 


The storage site will cost 600 million kroner to build, and will be finished 
in 1988. Certain preparatory work can begin immediately. Construction 
itself will begin in August, according to Vattenfall's plans. One hun- 

dred Vattenfall workers will have jobs in 4 years. 


Six Billion Missing in Calculations? 


Did the Committee for the Management of Used Nuclear Fuel (NAK) overlook 
6 billion kronor when it approved the calculations by SKBF of the costs 
for processing consumed nuclear fuel? 


The National Accounting and Audit Bureau (RRV) will try to answer that, 
after an announcement by author Sven Aner. It is very unusual for RRV to 
respond to a statement by a private individual. 


The nuclear power company, represented by SKBF, is responsible under the law 
for presenting cost calculations for future processing of spent nuclear 
fuel. 


In 1981, the same year that the law came into effect, NAK was formed, and 
its job is to check these calculations. 


According to SKBF'’s calculations (in the "Plan for the Radioactive Residue 
of Nuclear Power") the costs for processing a total of 869 tons of spent 
nuclear fuel will be 3 billion kronor. 


Secret Agreement 


Sven Aner, who has access to parts of the secret agreement between French 
Cogema and SKBF (see DAGENS NYHETER editorial of 17 June), has arrived at a 
cost figure almost three times as high, 8.8 billion kronor. 


According to Sven Aner, the large difference is because SKBF did not include 
any cost for a share in the construction of plutonium factory UP3A at La 
Hague, France. 


According to the "Cogema agreement" SKBF is obligated to pay that cost. 


Sven Aner has now reported NAK to the RRV because it did not catch this in 
its review of SKBF's calculations. 


Normally RRV does not make any revisions because of reports from the public. 
There has been no decision about revision in this case, but RRV has asked 
NAK to send in the figures on which its calculations are based "as soon as 
possible.” 
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“We have not taken a position on this question, but we will look at whether 
there is reason to believe that Sven Aner is correct,” said Hans Grohman 
at RRV. 


"I do not understand what RRV has to do with this," said Gerhard Rundquist 
of NAK to DAGENS NYHETER. “Furthermore RRV received this information from 
us in October of last year. We have analyzed SKBF's figures and found them 
correct. Aner is wrong. If he has access to the Cogema agreement, he 
obviously can not read it." 
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SWEDEN 


BRIEFS 


NUCLEAR EXPERTS TO HARRISBURG--Swedish power companies and nuclear power 
experts have been invited to participate in the decontamination following 
the damage to the nuclear power plant at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Decon- 


tamination of the power plant is going to cost about 6.7 billion kronor. 
[Text] [Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 24 Jun 83 p 7] 9287 
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